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Introductions

Matt Behrens, Chief Information Officer

Jessica Turba, Program Administrator

Awna Kotchian, Contracts Program Administrator

Patrick Wilke-Brown, Geospatial Coordinator

Greg Loebe, Grant Administrator with FG
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Agenda

• Purpose of the meeting

• ITQ overview

• ITQ landing page

• Iowa Grants registration and application instructions

• Sample application and artifacts

• Geographic Area of Concern Selection Tool

• Technical assistance resources

• Questions and answers
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Meeting Purpose

• Overview of ITQ #001

• Opportunity for potential applicants to ask questions regarding process

• Verbal answers provided today are non-binding

• For a binding response that will become an addendum to the ITQ, 
submit your question via webform found at 
https://ocio.iowa.gov/invitation-qualify-001. The link to the webform 
will go live after the conference.

• Please type your questions into the chat and mute your audio. We will 
answer questions throughout the meeting.

• Helpdesk email: ociogrants@iowa.gov
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ITQ #001 General Concepts

• What is the ITQ?
• The Invitation to Qualify is an opportunity for communities to participate in the Office’s 

process for bring broadband to Iowa.

• Who can be an Applicant?
• City or county governments, school districts, consortia of political subdivisions, non-profit 

organizations representing communities and regional regional entities with an economic 
development or educational mission.

• Why is the Office releasing the ITQ?
• To give communities a voice in the process and to help the state prioritize future 

broadband grant funding allocations.

• What happens after the ITQ?
• This is not a grant opportunity. However, the Office intends to use the results of this ITQ 

to prioritize funding decisions in its next grant round.
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Timeline

This is the pre-application period. The application window will be open 
March 1-31.
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ITQ Overview

• Exhibit A: ITQ

• Exhibit B: Checklist

• Exhibit C: Iowa Grants Registration and Application Instructions

• Exhibit D: Geographic Area of Concern Selection Tool and Data 

Export/Import Instructions
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ITQ Landing Page
https://ocio.iowa.gov/invitation-qualify-001

https://ocio.iowa.gov/invitation-qualify-001
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Exhibit C: Iowa Grants Registration and Application 
Instructions
• All Applicants must register for an account in the Iowa Grants system at 

www.iowagrants.gov

• Instructions can be found at https://dom.iowa.gov/iowa-grants-login 

• For assistance, email ociogrants@iowa.gov or call 515-218-1413

https://dom.iowa.gov/iowa-grants-login
mailto:ociogrants@iowa.gov
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ITQ Application is 4 Easy Sections



General Information

Title your application with a brief explanation of the area, e.g., Rural NW of Anytown



General Information

As you click Save, additional fields will show pre-populated based on your IA Grants 
Account info



General Information

Additional Applicants: Additional members of your organization you want to have access. 
Note they must already be registered in IA Grants.



Cover Sheet – General Information

If you are the applicant, enter your information. If you are submitting on behalf 
of a community, enter the Authorized Official from the community.



Cover Sheet – General Information

This is an IA Grants System requirement and cannot be removed from 
the application. As this ITQ does not involve an award of funds, re-enter 
the name of the Authorized Agent listed above.



Political Boundary Information

Click on the map links below each drop-down to find the US Congressional, State Senate, 
and State House Districts and select them in the respective drop-down fields



Invitation to Qualify Application 
Exhibits

Description similar to your Title

Upload Cover Letter and 
Selection Tool Export

Address/Radius info written 
down from Selection Tool



How Broadband Facilitates Work, 
Education, and Health Monitoring

Describe how broadband 
investment will help facilitate 
Work, Education, and Health 
Monitoring



Community Support Letters

Community Support

Testimonial or letter – Resident/business attestation regarding broadband service in your 
area. Should be signed by the resident and include address and contact info



Community Broadband Capital
Ty

pe
s 

of
 B

ro
ad

ba
nd

 
C

ap
ita

l y
ou

r c
om

m
un

ity
 

m
ay

 b
e 

ab
le

 to
 p

ro
vi

de



Barriers To Broadband

Things you believe are barriers to implementing broadband in your area. Potential reasons 
there is not adequate service today. i.e. – Terrain (rivers, rocky, railroad Xing, etc), Rurality, 
Demographics



Minority Impact Statement

Use this section to describe how broadband build out will positively or negatively affect 
minorities in your area. 
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Sample ITQ Artifacts
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Sample Cover Letter
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Sample Barriers to Broadband
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Sample Resident Testimonial
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Sample Language for 
Work, Education, and 

Healthcare
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How To Use the Selection Tool 
(Exhibit D)



Selecting the Geographic Area of 
Concern



Setting the Geographic Area of 
Concern



Adjusting the Circle

Minimum Radius = .25 mi.
Maximum Radius = 8 mi.



Write Down Pin Location and Radius 
Distance



Export Geographic Area of Concern to 
CSV
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   Next Steps
• Upload your CSV file(s) to your ITQ Application in the 

IA Grants Online system

• Complete your ITQ Application within IA Grants Online

• Questions throughout the process?

• Contact ociogrants@iowa.gov
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Resources
• ITQ landing page at https://ocio.iowa.gov/invitation-qualify-001

• OCIO Help Desk – ociogrants@iowa.gov

• IA Grants Online Login - https://www.iowagrants.gov/logout.do

• Iowa Grants Online Account Creation/Initial login. Imperative to follow 
instruction exactly: https://dom.iowa.gov/iowa-grants-login

• ITQ Exhibit C - Iowa Grants Registration and Application Instructions to 
upload your CSV File(s) to your ITQ application 

• ITQ Exhibit D - Written version of Selection Tool instructions (Coming Soon)

https://ocio.iowa.gov/invitation-qualify-001
mailto:ociogrants@iowa.gov
https://www.iowagrants.gov/logout.do
https://dom.iowa.gov/iowa-grants-login
https://ocio.iowa.gov/sites/default/files/exhibit_c_iowa_grants_application_instructions.pdf


Iowa Grants Application 
Instructions

Sample Application and 
Sample Artifacts

Geographic Area of 
Concern Selection Tool
Written Responses to 
Questions Addendum

Technical Assistance

I need help filling out 
the Application.

I need help with my 
Geographic Area of 
Concern. 

I have questions not 
addressed in the ITQ.

I need help registering 
for an account.

Still have questions? Contact us at ociogrants@iowa.gov.

mailto:ociogrants@iowa.gov
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Questions?



CONNECT WITH US

@IowaOCIO

Follow us Visit us 

@StateofIowaOCIO

OCIO.iowa.gov
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